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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The status and content of each claim follows. 

1 . (currently amended) A method of using a printing device consumable, said 
method comprising 

storing an identification key in a memory affixed to said printing device consumable, 
receiving said identification key in a printing device and 

accepting said printing device consumable for use in said printing device only if said 
identification key identifies a compatible printing device consumable, 

wherein said accepting said printing device consumable comprises unlocking a locked 
locking mechanism that, when locked, disables either said printing device consumable or said 
printing devic e: and 

further comprising uploading an identification interface from said memory to said 
memory pf said printing dev ice and receiving sai d i de n tification kev through said 
Identification interface . 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving comprises uploading 
said identification key from said memory to a memory of said printing device. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) A method for verifying a printing device consumable, 
said method comprising: 

storing an identification key on a printing device consumable memory; 
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interfacing said memory with said printing device; 

verifying said printing device consumable for use with said printing device based on 
said identification key; and 

disengaging a locking mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upon 
verification of said identification key; 

wherein said printing device periodically reengages said locking mechanism prior to 
re-verifying said identification ke y: and 

further comprising re epRaging said locking mechanism after a specific period of time 
after a previous verification of said printing device consumahle. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising uploading said 
identification key from said memory to a printing device memory. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5, further comprising verifying said 
identification key on said printing device. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein said verifying said 
identification key comprises: 

checking said identification key against a list of authorized keys for said printing 
device; and 

enabling use of said printing device consumable by said printing device if said 
consumable is compatible with said printing device. 
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8. (original) The method of claim 7, further comprising storing said list of 
authorized keys on said printing device memory. 

9. (original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

uploading an identification interface from said memory to said printing device; and 
accessing said identification key on said memory through said identification interface. 

1 0. (original) The method of claim 9, further comprising verifying said 
identification key on said printing device. 

U . (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said verifying said 
identification key comprises: 

checking said identification key against a list of authorized keys for said printing 
device; and 

enabling use of said printing device consumable by said printing device if said 
consumable is compatible with said printing device. 

12. (original) The method of claim 9 ? wherein said printing device 
consumable is inoperable in said printing device until said identification key has been 
verified. 

13. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein said consumable is locked with 
a locking mechanism and the method further comprising unlocking said locking mechanism 
after said identification key has been verified. 
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14. (original) Hie method of claim 13, wherein said unlocking comprises 
receiving a control signal to unlock said locking mechanism from a printing device controller. 

15-48. (cancelled) 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises a mechanical locking mechanism and unlocking said locking 
mechanism comprises disengaging said mechanical locking mechanism. 

50. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises an electronic locking mechanism and unlocking said locking 
mechanism comprises disabling said electronic locking mechanism. 

5 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises a mechanical locking mechanism and disengaging said locking 
mechanism comprises physically disengaging said mechanical locking mechanism. 

52. (previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said locking 
mechanism comprises an electronic locking mechanism and disengaging said locking 
mechanism comprises disabling said electronic locking mechanism with a control signal. 

53 . (previously presented) The method of claim 4, further comprising reengaging 
said locking mechanism whenever said printing device is powered up. 
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54. (currently amended) A method for verifying a printi ng device consumable. 
?ajd method cx>mpri$ing; 

gtoring m identification key on a printing device co nsumable memory: 
interfacin g said memory with said printing device; 

veri fying said printing device consumable for use with said printing device based oh 
said identification kev: and 

disengaging a locking mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upon 
verification of said identification kev: 

wherein $ajd printing device periodically reengages said lockup msshams m prior to 
re-verifying said identifica tion kev: and 

The method of claim ^ further comprising reengaging said locking mechanism 
whenever said printing device receives a new printing device consumable. 

55. (currently amended) A method for verifyi ng a printing device consumable. 
$ajd method comprising; 

storing an identificati on kev on a printing device consumable memory: 
interfacing said memory with said printing device; 

verifying said printing d evice consumable for use with said printing device based on 
said identification key: and 

disengaging a locking mechanis m that se le ctively disables said printing device upon 
verification of said identification kev: 

wherein said printing devic e p e r iodicall y reengages said locking mechanism prior to 
re-verifying said identification kev: a pd 
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The method of oloim ^further comprising reengaging said locking mechanism 
whenever said printing device completes a print job. 

56. (currently amended) A method for verifying a minting device consumable, 
said method comp rising: 

storing an identification kev on a Printing device cons umable memory: 
interfacing said memory with said pri nting device; 

verifying said printing device consu mable for use with said p rit^n fl device based on 

said identification kev; and 

disengaging a locking mechanism that selectively disables said printing device upon 

verification Qf said identifi cation key - 
wherein said printing device periodically reengages said locking mechanism prior to 

re-verifying said identification kev: and 

The method of claim 4 , further comprising reengaging said locking mechanism 

whenever said printing device has printed a specific number of pages 

57. (cancelled) 



7 

PAGE 12/16 'RCVD AT 5/16/2008 12:28:11PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/37* DNiS:2738300* CS1D:180157276S6* DURATION (mnvss):02-28 



